
Cemetery Tour – May 15, 2016
A guided tour of the historic Blackburn and Cantley United cemeteries of Cantley …
“Cemeteries are not only a window on our past, but are considered sacred ground by 
many, and protected under provincial law. We owe it to the pioneers who settled our 
community to honour them and let them rest in peace.” Bob McClelland, 2011.
Cantley 1889 has had many requests to repeat the Century of Cemeteries tours given in 
2011.  So, by popular demand, on Sunday May 15, 2016, Bob McClelland and Gary 
Blackburn once again guided visitors through two of Cantley’s cemeteries.

The 174-year-old Blackburn Family Burial Ground on Gary Blackburn’s farm, has 
remained on Blackburn land since its creation and is one of the oldest and largest 
private family burial grounds in the region. Its two large headstones are unique. Andrew
Blackburn and his family were the first permanent settlers in Cantley in 1829, before 
churches with their public cemeteries had been built. In 1842, several Blackburn family 
members died (including 2 children who died the same day) so, as a result, the family 
created this family burial ground. Bob and Gary shared stories about some of the 32 
family members and neighbours thought to be buried here, 15 names inscribed on the 
headstones and 17 in unmarked graves.

During the early 1800’s, there were other family burial grounds in Cantley. Two were 
located on former Brown farms and two on McClelland farms. The oldest recorded 
burial in Cantley was Francis Smith, an eleven-year-old boy, who died on June 2, 1836. 
He is buried on the family farm just north of St. Andrews United Church. His parents, 
John Smith and Jean McClelland, petitioned to the Governor of Lower Canada to provide
them relief from debts in paying their fees to keep their farm. “Whereas whilst we were 
clearing and burning of the brush, our eldest son was in the field and a breeze springing 
up the brush took fire, enveloped him and he fell a victim to the flames and deprived us 
of aid” (BaNQ, Ste-Foy). 

The Cantley United Cemetery was established in 1858 on land that also housed a log 
Methodist Chapel. Once on the green grounds of the cemetery, visitors remark how the 
highway and modern life seem to disappear. The cemetery is on a bluff that overlooks 
the Gatineau Hills and is bordered by a silent forest on one side. This creates a tranquil, 
peaceful oasis, a lovely place for our earliest settlers to rest with our more recently 
deceased family members beside them.

In most cemeteries, stones face towards the east, such as this one and St. Elizabeth. 
However there are exceptions. We can see a small, black stone facing west. This is John 
Smith who died in 1874. Improvements to Highway 307 damaged the cemetery and may
have disturbed some graves on the far east side. 

The oldest stones mark the graves of James McClelland 1865 and Crisstiana Sifton 
McClelland 1860. You can note a variety of designs, symbols and quotes on the old 
stones. 



We can see the stone of Sam McClelland, the mayor from 1933 to 1947. In fact, we can 
see the stones of three Sam McClellands from different generations. These repeating 
names make research difficult. 

The Brown plot is interesting. There are probably more Brown’s in the cemetery than 
any other family, but there are presently none living in Cantley.

There are a number of Wilson graves, starting with Henry 1885 and George in 1887. 
Today’s Cantley Camping is on the original Wilson farm. 

There are also the McGlashan plots. The McGlashan’s owned the store, post office and 
blacksmith shop at Wilson’s Corners. Murray McGlashan was a United Church minister. 
There is a United Church symbol on his stone. 

There were other notable people
 William Hamilton (1797 to 1878) was postmaster from 1857 to 1869, and chose 

the name for Cantley
 Joseph Hupé was also postmaster
 Bruce Gow, the son of Donald Gow, born 1826, the founder of the Gow 

phosphate mine that later became the Blackburn mica mine, the largest in 
Canada

 Catherine Derby, daughter of Joseph Darby and Elizabeth Holmes, settlers who 
sold their mineral rights to Edward Haycock and moved to Gracefield. The family 
eventually accumulated 2,000 acres of land. 

There are a number of military graves:
 Norman and Orval Barton 
 Allan W. Farmer killed at Paschendeale on November 3, 1917 and 
 Eldon Storey killed on September 6 1944. The Storey’s were long-time farmers 

and active church members. 

On the southwest side we find three Order of Canada recipients: 
 Bob Phillips (with his wife Mary-Anne Phillips) in recognition for his work on 

heritage conservation in Canada
 William Lawson, Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada, whose signature was 

on the dollar bill
 Gordon Robertson, Clerk of the Privy Council from 1963 to 1975 and expert on 

the Canadian Constitution. 
 
Please note: Cantley 1889 is planning a special tour of Cantley’s St. Elizabeth’s Church 
Cemetery in 2018 to mark the 150th anniversary of the establishment of the church.


